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Louis Aragon, A Wave of Dreams (1924) 

We have seen then what the Surreal is about. But to really understand the concept we have to 
extend it; view it perhaps like the horizon which continually flees before the walker, for like the 
horizon this concept exists between the mind and what it knows it will never reach. Having 
weighed up its experience of Reality - in which it indiscriminately mixes everything that exists - 
the mind naturally juxtaposes what it knows of the Unreal. Only when the mind has gone 
beyond these two notions can it begin to envisage a wider experience, one where these other 
two experiences co-exist, and that is the Surreal. Surreality, the state where these concepts are 
fused by the mind, is the shared horizon of religion, magic, poetry, dreaming, madness, 
intoxication and this fluttering honeysuckle, puny little life, that you believe capable of colonizing 
the heavens for us. 
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Michael Lowy 

Capitalism gives rise to independent individuals who can carry out socioeconomic functions; but 
when these individuals evolve into subjective individualities, exploring and developing their inner 
worlds and personal feelings, they enter into contradiction with a universe based on 
standardization and reification. And when they demand their imagination be given free play, they 
collide with the extreme mercantile platitude of the world produced by capitalist relations. In this 
respect, Romanticism represents the revolt of repressed, channeled, and deformed subjectivity 
and affectivity. 


Adam Turl 

Romanticism was, according to Lowy, the product of the contradiction between capitalism’s 
celebration of individual personality on the one hand, and capitalism’s debasement of that 
personality on the other. The late medieval/early capitalist intelligentsia found itself in material 
conflict with the utilitarian worldviews of the new ruling-class. As they were trained to see 
everything in terms of its qualitative value (good art, good philosophy, good ethics, good writing, 
etc.) the artists, poets, monks and philosophers of early capitalism bristled at how the new 
system valued everything by exchange. They looked back to an idealized pre-capitalist 
(sometimes pre-class) past. They counterposed “spiritual” and “humanistic” values against the 
“rational” world capitalism claimed to be. They wrote against the “Dark Satanic Mills” of industry 
(Blake) and celebrated the night (Novalis) — because at night industry ceased (or slowed) and 
the possibility of magic returned to the world. 
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Jefferson Cowie, 

from Stayin’ Alive: The 1970s and the Last Days of the Working Class 

Union busting became a sophisticated big business, with mass market seminars and crash 
courses, anti-union law firms that pushed workers into legal quagmires, industrial psychologists 
who tooled with the hearts and minds of the rank and file, consulting firms that walked 
employers through every step of an organizing drive in order to defeat it, and trade associations 
that customized each step for a particular industry. ‘At one time | think the unions had it all over 
business in terms of grass-roots activity,’ explained an official from the U.S. Chamber of 
Commerce. ‘That is now reversed.’ The AFL-CIO reported, ‘Almost gone are the days of the 
Pinkertons, the blacklist and the yellow-dog contracts. In their place stands a man ina 
three-piece suit, sporting a briefcase and perhaps a Ph.D. in industrial psychology or a law 
degree. He is the labor relations consultant’. As a researcher for the Machinists noted after 
infiltrating a seminar on working union free, ‘Our enemies now wear button-down collars and 
Brooks Brothers’ clothes. Their goals are not different from those 19th century industrialists who 
espoused the Gospel of Wealth and gave American labor history such names as Haymarket, 
Homestead, and Pullman. This is not a game, it is a war and the side which attempts to play fair 
and follow the rules is going to end up the loser’. 
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Raymond Foye, from John Wieners: A Day in the Life (1988) 

The reading was held in a large sunny conference room, filled with students and video cameras. 
After Allen's brief introduction, John Wieners stood at the lectern and shuffled papers for an 
inordinate amount of time. After sufficiently mystifying his audience for fifteen minutes with 
obscure readings from contemporary documents, he took from his bag a battered copy of the 
Black Sparrow Selected Poems and read for forty minutes. He seldom recited a poem in its 
entirety, choosing instead to collage sections of one poem onto another, a method that resulted 
in juxtapositions of startling insight. He read rapidly, always prefacing each new poem or section 
with the page number he was reading from, while students quickly shuffled through the book, 
scrambling to read along silently with him. 
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